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I once read the true story of woman who had been just learning to golf. She had been at it for about a month or so when her father-in-law invited her to go golfing with him. 
After teeing off on one of the holes, her father-in-law was intent on finding the ball he had sliced into the rough. Meanwhile the woman, concentrating deeply on her shot, was unaware of his position. Her shot was a low, whistling ball that passed within inches of his head. He instinctively dropped to the ground.
Almost immediately the woman ran to him and blurted out, "I would have warned you, but I couldn’t remember the number to yell."

What "number" was she supposed to yell??? 
Fore!
Now, of course, we all know that’s not a number. We’re not sure why golfers yell that word (there’s about 3 different theories) but nonetheless... she didn’t.
Why not? 
Why DIDN’T she yell FORE? 

Well, she forgot.
She was a new golfer... and in the panic of the moment, and because she lacked experience, she froze. And frankly, she endangered her father-in-law (and she knew it) because she forgot.

Forgetting things CAN be dangerous.
If you forget to put oil in your car you can ruin the engine
If you forget to turn off the burner on the stove, you can burn down the house
If you forget your anniversary...

A lot of times we forget because we are distracted.  Sometimes our attention can be diverted toward thing which have little consequence and away from those things which have great consequences.  What we have just read in Deuteronomy and the gospel of Mark certainly falls under the category of things which have great consequences.  Jesus tells us that all of scripture can be reduced to two simple phrases: Love God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength and then love your neighbor as yourself.  

There are so many things which can distract us from these two simple, but profound, commands: seeking the approval of others, the lure of money and material things, the pursuit of beauty in people and nature.  Another circumstance that can distract us from these entreaties is change, changes going on in our personal lives and changes going on in the church.  The change that I’m speaking about here are those changes that we neither ask for nor desire.  

We are living in times of rapid changes.  When I was young, which wasn’t that long ago, I can recall someone claiming that we doubled our knowledge every twelve years.  Today, I believe that we are doubling our knowledge at the rate of every three years, and that rate is accelerating.  That is just one of the factors that is responsible for the rapidity of our changes.  And change can be distracting.  We are built with a need for some level of stability and predictability.  Changes often touches us at our most primitive level.  The same part of the brain which processes change also is in touch with our fight or flight responses, because everything new is potentially dangerous to us on some level, and here I’m speaking about primarily our subconscious responses.  During time of rapid change, people often turn to the church as a source of stability and predictability.  But where do people turn when it is their church which is changing?  Well, where we turn is back to our primary purpose for existing as a church, to loving God with all our heart, with our soul, with all our mind, and with all our strength and then loving our neighbor as ourselves.  We don’t exist to support a building, or to pay a staff, (but it’s a nice thing to do), or even to support an institutional church, but our primary purpose for existing is the command of Deuteronomy 6 and Jesus’ echoing of that scripture in today’s Gospel.  

There is another kind of change that can distract us from our primary purpose, and that is when change which we wish to come about in our personal lives or in the church, doesn’t happen fast enough for us.  I understand that there as a Newman Community many of you are progressive and are frustrated by the slow pace of changes in the church.  I share that frustration.  But a preoccupation with the slow pace of changes can be as distracting as lamenting over changes we do not wish to come about.  It can take us far from our primary purpose, and that is to spread the Good news of Jesus to the entire world.  Gone are the days when we could say that spreading the good news was the priests and nuns job, and our job was just to support them.  It is our job, it always has been, it is our responsibility.  And we must not let change, or the lack of changes distract us from that most important responsibility.  

Why do I speak of change?  Well, my friends, change is on the visible horizon, perhaps radical change, owing to three factors driving the church today.  First, Catholics see less of a necessity for attending weekly Mass.  Generally speaking only a third of Catholics registered in a parish attends weekly Mass.  Second, Catholics are giving proportionately less of their income and wealth to the church.  In fact, the once very common practice of leaving money to the church in one's will is now all but a thing of the past.  And finally, as we all know, there has been a drastic decline in the number of people choosing the priesthood or religious life.  This has fueled at least one positive consequence, providing properly formed lay people with the opportunity to live out their baptismal calling, by serving the church as non‑ordained ministers.       

On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings this week, we are going to consider this whole issue of spiritual adapting to changes we don’t wish to have happen, and spiritual responses to the slow pace of changes we wish to come about.    With Advent on the visible horizon, this would be a good way to spiritually prepare ourselves for this precious time of the year.  I hope to see you all again at this parish mission.


