Tuesday of the Second Week in Advent

“A man owns a hundred sheep and one of them wanders away; will he not leave the ninety‑nine out on the hills and go in search of the stray?”  (Mt 18:12)

Spirituality of Change Message - God will never abandon us, especially if the change is for the worse.

When the Allies liberated Bulkenwald concentration camp for women and children at the end of World War II they found a prayer scrawled on a piece of paper laying next to the corpse of a child.  The essence of the prayer was this, that any spiritual benefits earned by the innocent suffering of those subject to Nazi atrocities, be used by God for the BENEFIT of those who committed the atrocities.  Praying for the salvation of their tormentors.  What a spiritual giant that person must have been.  Clearly that person must have walked into that camp with God.

Not all change is good.  There are some changes which are exceedingly bad.  At times like these, God may seem very unapproachable and distant.  However, those who can hold firm to their faith during times of trial can take bad change and inspire others through the spirituality they bring to their suffering.

Everything in life that we really accept undergoes a change. So suffering must become Love. That is the mystery.  Katherine Mansfield, 1888‑1923, New Zealand‑born British Author.

